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In partnership with Royal Roads University, we formed the Canadian 
Centre for Environmental Education (CCEE) to provide programs that 
align the latest academic knowledge with the needs of industry and 
ensure that graduates have the skills that employers are seeking.

Our program partnership includes the BEP, MEP and now the 
Graduate Certificate in Science and Policy of Climate Change.

These programs are developed in partnership with ECO Canada 
(Environmental Careers Organization of Canada) and address the 
academic and knowledge requirements of the National Occupational 
Standards and Environmental Professional (EP) certification.



72% of job 
vacancies linked 
to Canada’s green 
economy require a 
bachelor’s degree.



The Bachelors in Environmental Practice (BEP) at Royal Roads University goes beyond 
the basics to build the skills, knowledge and next-level insight that you need to have 
a successful environmental career. Professionals who are seeking to complete their 
undergraduate degree or enter the environmental sector with a career-focused, 
second degree will gain practical, workplace-ready environmental skills grounded in 
critical thinking and theory.

The BEP program is primarily for students who have some college level courses or 
have completed a diploma program. Students can complete their third and fourth 
year completely online to earn the BEP degree.

Graduates of the Master’s Degree in Environmental Practice will be able to relate 
their knowledge to environmental issues in their work environment. Along with 
assessing the environmental and socioeconomic elements of sustaining a healthy 
environment, they will develop and evaluate goals, objectives and strategies, 
prepare, communicate and implement action plans and make decisions that require 
a broad understanding of environmental knowledge, policy and regulation, and 
leadership skills.



What 
will I 
learn 
about?

This case study highlights the testimonials and 

experiences of students who have graduated from

Bachelor in Environmental Practice
& 

Master’s Degree in Environmental Practice



Real answers from real 
environmental workers.

We encouraged 
participants to be 

themselves

and to be as 
honest as possible.



?What inspired you to take this 
program of studies?

We encouraged 
participants to be 

themselves



I researched sustainability 
programs, and I chose RRU as 
the place to do my studies as it 
seemed the most applicable to 
my work; plus, it would allow me 
to continue working while doing 
my studies.
- Stephanie McCallum, MScEP

When I decided to apply for this program, I had been working in a consulting 
firm for a few years and was thinking about ways to expand my knowledge 
in order to better contribute to my field of interest (climate change and 
Indigenous studies) and to progress in my career.

With my undergraduate degree in Psychology and English Literature, I knew 
I needed to strengthen my academic experience before considering new 
opportunities. I looked at environmental programs in a number of different 
institutions but didn’t know which one would be the best fit.
- Hansi Liu-Atkinson, MAEP

“

I decided that I wanted 
to pursue my MSc while 
working full time, so that I 
could continue gaining direct 
experience in the field in 
combination with pursuing 
professional development 
goals. The program at RRU 
allowed me to do just that.
- Rachel M, MScEP

” 



I completed my business degree back in 2012 at 
University of Windsor. I started working right after 
that as an accountant. I realized that I needed 
something else in my life; the constant office 
work just wasn’t for me. I always loved being 
outdoors and doing field work, and I have a huge 
respect towards the environment. So I decided to 
search the internet for an environmental degree 
opportunity particularly in a distance education 
setting, and I ended up applying at Royal Roads!

- Szabolcs Sziraki, BAEP

I wanted to make a career 
shift into something I 
enjoyed. Since this program 
was part time and online, 
it worked with my lifestyle 
as I was able to maintain 
employment throughout.
- Fiona Parascandalo, MSCEP



?Are you working in an 
environmentally-related role 
now? If so, do you feel that 
is a direct result of obtaining 
your qualification?



?
I am currently the Manager of Energy in BC Ferries, leading the 
organization’s strategy to increase energy efficiency while adopting 
alternative energy sources to decrease GHG emissions. I feel 
that I would not be in the position I am in without obtaining my 
qualification. Near the end of the program, I left consulting to join 
the environmental permitting group in a construction company. 
Without being in the program, I definitely would not have been 
given the opportunity in the permitting position.

- Hansi Liu-Atkinson, MAEP

“

” 



“Yes. I 
believe 
that the 
program 
grew my 
abilities 

I am currently working as a marine 
biologist and I’m also in 2 other federal 
pools as a Fisheries Biologist with DFO, 
and as an Environmental Assessment 
Officer with Environment and Climate 
Change Canada. My MSc qualification 
combined with my work experience has 
helped me get into the federal sector.
- Rachel M, MScEP

Yes, I am currently working for 
a shipping company as an en-
vironmental specialist. The de-
gree I obtained at Royal Roads 
definitely helped me to secure 
this job.
- Szabolcs Sziraki, BAEP



What insights or knowledge from 
the program helped to shape 
your current career path? ?



“As a young professional, 
I am better equipped as I 
have a broader sense of 
the environmental field 
now than prior to starting 

the MSc.”
- Rachel M, MScEP

There have been many insights from the program that helped shape my career 

path. The MEP program offers a holistic approach to climate action, encouraging 

practitioners to develop a strategic understanding of environmental stewardship 

while engaging a thorough and cohesive repertoire of scientific literature I still 

reference today. 

In addition to fundamental climate science and research, critical knowledge I 

gained in the MEP program include methods in effective corporate communication, 

interconnected characteristics of human and ecological systems, socio-economic 

conditions in climate change response, and fostering paradigm shifts in 

environmental activism.

- Hansi Liu-Atkinson, MAEP

“

” 
Environmental management and leadership topics were particularly beneficial 

and applicable to my current employment. These also lead to the pursuit of a 

Master’s degree in Engineering Management.

- Cole Nadalin, BScEP

“
” 



What was the highlight of your 
degree program? ?



I like the flexibility that the program offered around 
home life.  I could work when my schedule allowed, and it 
really did not cause any disruptions to my family or work 
life.  All the educators for the program were exceptional.

I gained a lot of valuable insights into the world and 
because I focused my research paper on the Sustainable 
Development Goals and Food Waste, I have been able to 
bring this knowledge into my workplace.
- Stephanie McCallum, MScEP

“ 

” 



“The courses were not only 
extremely engaging but they 
were very supportive in my 
progression and in helping 
me carve out an academic 
and career path.”

- Hansi Liu-Atkinson, MAEP

“I really enjoyed the 
abundance of resources that 

we were provided, so much 
information is out there. I 
think my critical thinking 

skills and writing skills have 
significantly improved since 

starting the program.”

- Rachel M, MScEP

“ Students of various disciplines and career 
focuses, collaborating with unique skills to 
achieve a common goal.
- Cole Nadalin, BScEP ” 



Would you recommend this program to 
others? ?



?
“Yes. I 
believe 
that the 
program 
grew my 
abilities 

Yes, I have - a peer of mine is currently 
in the same program. I also got ECO 
Canada funding which we were able to 
funnel through professional development 
funding – this helped pay for a portion of 
the MSc, and I could not have afforded to 
study if I had not had this funding.
- Rachel M, MScEP

I would recommend this program to others who are 

independent learners. Some of my friends and colleagues 

aren’t disciplined enough for self-study work. However, for 

those that are, I promote this course.  Regardless of the 

learning platform, I really enjoyed my experience at RRU 

and is a large piece of my decision to continue my doctoral 

studies with the university. As such, I would promote 

the university for other reasons than just the M.Sc. EP 

program. The campus is lovely, and the castle is amazing.

- Stephanie McCallum, MScEP

Of course I would recommend this 
program to others, I am proud that I have 
obtained my environmental degree at 
Royal Roads. The professors are helpful 
and possess the necessary knowledge 
that is passed on to the students. The 
distance education is setup perfectly!
- Szabolcs Sziraki, BAEP



What was the best part of the program??



?
I liked that I was able to select the courses that best suited my 

learning needs as well as supporting my work responsibilities. 

- Stephanie McCallum, MScEP

“ ” 
“Developing a holistic understanding of climate change and 
environmental sustainability.”
- Hansi Liu-Atkinson, MAEP

“This program allowed me to 
keep working while I pursued 

my education and interests. 
I was able to network with 
professionals from across 

the country and many of the 
professors had interesting 

careers in fields I had never 
thought about before.”

- Fiona Parascandalo, MScEP

“Fast-tracked degree completion; 
broad variety of course topics; 
strong student connections and 
alumni program. I found work 
easily based on knowledge and 
experience including those 
delivered by the program.”
- Cole Nadalin, BScEP



The ECO Canada Team sat down with one of the program graduates 
for an in-depth interview on their experience at Royal Roads. 



MEP Graduate Spotlight
Natalie Hunter, MAEP 
Head of Supply Chain Development and Innovation, 

Marine Stewardship Council



“My experience with royal roads 

was great and exactly what I needed 

at that time in my life. I didn’t have 

the ability to go and live on campus 

and just be a masters student, the 

fact I was able to get the education 

I did doing everything remotely was 

awesome. I always recommend the 

program.”
- Natalie Hunter, MA Environmental Practice



How did you find the online learning?
Royal Roads did a really good job of utilizing different tools for students and 

teachers to connect even though we were all remote. Some of the tools we 

used during the course I still use now.

 

Learning online was excellent for me, I was really interested in the content 

and I really appreciated the ability to be able to work full time and pursue a 

master’s degree. The structure of the courses, which allowed me to work full 

time, was really valuable to me; I was able to leave without a lot of debt.

 

I need to applaud the course instructors as they found a lot of unique ways for 

us to engage which I think was really great.

How did you find the course structure?
The ability to choose courses from different universities was great and one 

of my favorite things. When I was looking at master’s degrees, I looked at 

programs at other universities but the diversity of courses at Royal Roads was 

awesome. 

I ended up taking courses from the University of Toronto, Simon Fraser 

University, University of British Columbia, Thompson Rivers…multiple 

universities. I got a really cool experience with different students from 

different places. It opened up my eyes to the other course offerings from 

other schools and I found this variety in training and education really 

beneficial.



Were there any courses you particularly 
enjoyed?
The course in environmental law was so eye opening and I think about some 

of the case studies we looked all the time. It also helped to understand 

(especially if you’re a budding environmentalist) why things like new fracking 

sites happen. This has helped me a lot in previous and current roles.

The economics for decision making course gave me an “ah-ha” moment. I’m 

not a math or science person, but as an adult I understand that our worship of 

the economy isn’t working for us and the environment. The economics course 

ended up being the course that stood out to me the most.

 

The course introduced me to how economic systems work and why buying, 

eating and supporting local businesses is such an important environmental 

decision. It opened up my eyes into the true cost of things and drove me to 

look for local products first. 

Are you working in an environmentally 
related role now? 
I currently work for the Marine Stewardship Council as the head of supply chain 

development and innovation. I work on seafood traceability and look into how 

we can mitigate cases of fraud in the traceability of seafood products to make 

sure fish products with the sustainable logo on are actually sustainable. 



When you began your studies, did you 
envision yourself in the type of role you 
are in now?

No, but this program opened my eyes to the fact that if you’re concerned 

about environmental issues and climate change, there are many ways you can 

have a positive impact. 

 

I never thought I’d end up in a position like this, but the course helped 

me understand I don’t have to chain myself to a tree in order to be an 

environmentalist. I can be one, and be a positive member of society, in 

multiple different ways. There are so many ways to do good. 

The program gave me the confidence to go forward and pursue other sorts of 

work in the environmental space. Not only did I have the personal motivation, 

but after taking the program, I had the academic background too. It gave me 

a graduate degree in environmental issues and showed my understanding of 

the larger, global forces at play.



If you’re inspired by these change-making graduates, you can 
further your environmental knowledge without putting your career 
on hold. 

For more information on the BEP and MEP programs, please visit 
Royal Roads University online.

    BAEP Program

    BScEP Program

    MScEP Program

    MAEP Program

http://www.royalroads.ca/prospective-students/bachelor-arts-environmental-practice
http://www.royalroads.ca/prospective-students/bachelor-science-environmental-science
https://www.royalroads.ca/prospective-students/master-science-environmental-practice
https://www.royalroads.ca/prospective-students/master-arts-environmental-practice

